Three Levels of Government: Who Does What?

Understanding the different levels of government and strategically addressing concerns to the
right audience, will go a long way to ensure your nonprofit achieves its advocacy goals. To clarify
these roles, the following chart lays out the high-level responsibilities of each level of government.
Note that some responsibilities, such as environmental management, are the responsibility of
more than one level of government.

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT addresses the needs of all Canadians, examples including:

THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT places its primary concern on the needs of Albertans,
examples including:

THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT aims to handle issues facing citizens living within
defined municipalities and local communities, examples including:
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